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We have a date 

These are tentative 

dates and are sub-

ject to change.   

Phone for specifics 

as date nears.  

July 23, Pie and Ice Cream 

Social.  No pie contest. 

Phone for details.    

Oct 16  Porchfest  

Oct. 23 Graveyard Tour 

Dec 18, Christmas Open 

House  
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DONATIONS 

Carol & Gilbert Meek 

Leon Hunsaker 

Phyllis McGill 

Arden McConnell 

Judith Basker  

Joan Momsen 

LaRita DeYoung 

David & Georgia Applegate 

Joel Perkins & Laura Norton 

Carol Loros 

Susan Vannice 

Laurie Neff 

Harold & Virginia Mitchell 

Janet Lane 

Maureen Colson 

Thomas & Pamela Blanchard 

Virginia Ford 

 
These include donations through May 28, 2021. 

 

SUSTAINING DONATIONS 

Frank Sprinkle 

OB & Games 

Jim & Karen Van Delden 

Noel Sheckells 

Terry Ruiter 

Ann Kistler 

Evelyn Giddings 

W. Philip Gordon 

Linda Fuidge 

Don Rice 

Oregon Books & Games 

Martin & Kimberly Bauer 

FENCE DONATIONS 

Lee & Patricia Webb 

Marilyn & Markley Johnson 

Carol & Richard Smith 

 

The Historical  Society Research Library was only open two days a 

week from  March 20, 2020  to Feb 2021 due to the coronavirus pan-

demic.  Then we extended to three days and as of May 4, 2021, We 

are open at our normal hours, four days a week (Tues. thru Friday) .   

Until told otherwise, please wear a mask when you visit.   We used 

to mail all three issues of the Historian,  but have decided, until fur-

ther notice,  to email 5 of our 6 yearly newsletters, three copies of 

the New Oldtimer and two of the Historian.  Only the November is-

sue with the annual ballot will be mailed.  This arrangement is sub-

ject to change as it is possible the newsletter names may change 

since the emailed one (New Oldtimer) and the mailed one (The His-

torian) will all be emailed.  Let us know what you think.    
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To Fence or Not to Fence, That was the Question. 

The fence was started to be put up May 18.  First  

installed was the chain length along the alleyway.  We 

chose this because many cars go down the alley, it is 

more economical and most of it is behind plants such 

as rose bushes.   The 5th Street front and the J Street 

side is iron pickets with pinch points tops.  Hopefully 

this will end the homeless campout site and keep the 

garden clean of trash and human debris.   
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Living History Players  

Things have been very quiet for the Living History Players, thanks to COVID-19; however, we finally got an opportunity to dress 

up this past month. 

OREGON BOOKS: 

At the end of April, Leta and Cindy (in full costumes) attended the Oregon Books Charity Book Sale.  Oregon Books gen-

erously offers the proceeds of their once-a-month used books sale to various local non-profits.  Luckily JCHS was cho-

sen, along with three others, to share a part of the proceeds. We gently encouraged patrons to shop and thanked  them 

personally for their purchases.  Please shop Oregon Books and thank them for selling our books and also for including us 

in their charity book sale. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MOTHER’S DAY VINTAGE HAT SHOW AND 

DESSERT 

A  much larger event was our very successful Mother’s Day 

Vintage Hat Fashion Show and Dessert which was a huge suc-

cess despite our COVID restrictions.  Five of our Living History 

Players were the hat models.  They looked lovely in their white, 

lacey outfits.  Some of our LHP gentlemen acted as escorts and 

helpers and looked very dapper in their outfits.  Many of our 

other volunteers worked registration, raffle and drink tables.  A 

whole team of our volunteers decorated the mini hat box des-

sert boxes ahead of time and helped procure and wrap the des-

serts.  Leta provided the long-stemmed white carnations and 

the adorable teapot centerpieces filled with fresh flowers.  Harp-

ist, Lynne, added to the ambiance.  The raffle boxes were filled 

with donations of beautiful things and the lovely door prizes 

were donated as well.  Our volunteers are very generous.  Alt-

hough the event made very little money, we were able to get our 

JCHS name out and all who attended LOVED the event and 

want us to do it again. 
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To the right  

is  a photo of 

the Haine’s 

Apple Tree in 

Merlin.  The 

tree is in the 

background 

and the origi-

nal trunk is 

sideways on 

the ground.  It 

is  over 160 

years old and 

still living.   

Small apple 

trees have 

sprouted from 

the fallen 

apple seeds 

and are grow-

ing on the 

site.   
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Saturday, May 8, 2021  

Mother’s Day at the Schmidt Museum Gardens.  Lower left , 

page 4, is a photo of the Schmidt Gardens 70 years ago.  

To the right is the same spot, different angle, today.   

There was a Mother’s Day dessert and the ladies in white 

modeled different hats that were in style over the past 100 

years.    Each guest picked her own decorated box contain-

ing dessert. Raffle prizes were awarded, including a hat, of 

course.     
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Oregon Books will give members 

a discount if you show your JCHS 

membership card, and will donate 5% 

of the sale back to the Historical Soci-

ety.  They also have many of our 

books if you can’t stop by our office.    

Oregon Books                          

150 NE E Street                   

Grants Pass, OR 97526 

541-476-3132 
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President/Historic Sites 

Ken Bell 

Vice President 

Leta Neiderheiser  

Treasurer/Executive Secre-

tary 

Martha Metcalf  

Secretary/Publishing 

Joan Momsen 

Events/Parliamentarian 

Sharon Allen  

Living History Players  

Cindy English 

Properties 

Glenn Hearrell 

Directors-at-Large 

Jim VanDelden 

Jan Greenblatt 

Pam Petrusha  

Linda Fuidge 

Mary Beth Clayton Magarine 

 

 

Amazon can help us 

If you shop at Amazon, please 

sign up asap.  It only takes a few 

moments and we get a bit of 

money from your purchase.  It 

costs you nothing.  Sign up: 

http:smile.amazon.com/

ch/936015456 

Fred Meyer Community 

Rewards also help.  Sign up now 

or take the time to renew. If you 

shop at Fred Meyer, you have 

probably received a notice to 

renew.. 

www.fredmeyer.com/community

rewards.                                    

Our  I.D number is NPO#94511 

Shamrock Technologies  

Sean Malloy 
 

 

2555 N.W. Highland Ave.  

Apt. A 

Grants Pass, OR 97526 

541-761-0001 

 

Something to think about. 

JCHS is self-supporting and we make mon-

ey to operate the Society but we have lim-

ited money-making possibilities.  Member-

ship is vital.  The membership dues go a 

long way to help support our Society.   Our 

bookstore also contributes to our survival.  

Think about Father’s Day, Birthdays and 

upcoming single occasions for which  you 

might need a gift.  A membership for a year 

to one of your friends or relatives might just 

be the thing that helps them appreciate lo-

cal history.  If you forgot to pay you dues 

during  the pandemic  in 2020, send in your 

dues for 2021 and 2020 will be on us. Of 

course, if you want to pay for 2020, just tell 

us.  Thank you for your consideration.    

You may order by mail on our website and 

we will send your order when it is filled.   

You can double-check your order by send-

ing us an email or phone us for details. If  

you wish to donate some funds by email, 

phone us for the details.    

 

Raffle will resume sometime in the future 

We have not had a raffle since Labor Day 2019.  As you 

know, if you read this newsletter regularly, people give us 

things for the raffle, some new, some old, but in good 

shape, and these items are not of historic value.  We grate-

fully accept them and pick out the best items and have a 

raffle.   

Due to the coronavirus closing many things, we have post-

poned our raffles until things get better.  If you bought a 

ticket, it will remain in the jar until we resume selling the rest 

of them.   One raffle is approximately 10 items and names 

are drawn one at time and the winner phoned.  He comes to 

the research library and claims his prize.  Then another 

name is drawn.  $1 each or six for $5.   
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The Josephine County Historical Society a 501 (c ) 

3 organization is the fiscal agent for the Brady Pro-

ject.   We collect the donations and pass them on 

to the artists.  We do not keep any of the funds 

received. If you wish to donate, send checks to:  

Josephine County Historical Society 

512 SW 5th St., Grants Pass, OR. 97526 

You may donate on the JCHS website  

www.jocohistorical.org 

Be sure to note “Brady” on your check or website 

donation.  The Brady Project will be a memorial 

statue, as shown below, honoring Brady Adams. 

 

Brady Project  

We really appreciate our members.  Without their year-

ly dues, we would not be able to function as well as we 

do.    

JCHS’s Research Library is  open four days a week, 

Tuesday through Friday from 10am to 4pm. 

We are an old–fashioned research library where our 

records are generally open to members and others for 

a small fee. Researchers have to “look up” and search 

for the information they need.  We do not have the 

funds or the staff to digitalize items...we just have the 

old, original printed items and many, many photo-

graphs.   

With the advent of the Internet, many people think eve-

rything is at their fingertips by sitting down at the com-

puter, but this is not true.   Someone has to copy the 

material to put it on the internet, and many small his-

torical research libraries do not have the time or the 

funds to scan and digitalize files, photos and  records.   

Research fees support their operations.   

We do have a web page but it is informational, not in-

teractive.   You can see what we do and you can even 

look at most of our old photos.   If you have not visited 

our website, please do so.  Web address on back page 

of this newsletter.   

The JCHS also has many volunteers who help with our 

events, such as garden upkeep, the Easter Egg Hunt, 

the Pie Social, the Graveyard Tour and the Christmas 

Open House.  Most things are on hold until the pan-

demic ends.   Keep good thoughts about the well-

being of the Society and the world during the corona-

virus pandemic.   

We need some help around the Research Library and have a part-time position 

open. It will pay minimum wage per hour and is twelve hours per week.   We are 

open from 10 am to 4 pm and have occasional gatherings in our gardens.  The 

duties are multiple but not continual on a daily basis. Hours can be flexible on oc-

casion.  Come and talk to us.  Using computers and knowing Word would help.   

Duties would include greeting and assisting Library researchers, give tours of the 

Schmidt House Museum, sell books and other bookstore items,  assist with re-

search and photocopying for customers and staff, help keep library tidy, check 

grounds for trash and/or damage, janitorial duties as needed, gather trash for 

weekly pickup, help maintain office supplies, purchase and order as needed and 

requested, typing, do yearly inventory of books, assist Executive Secretary, assist 

at events as needed, assist volunteers and Board members as needed.   Phone 

479-7827 for information or appointment.   We need you as soon as possible.    
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Springtime at the Schmidt House is beautiful and we work 

hard to keep it that way.  Our long time gardener is no long-

er with us and volunteers are doing the upkeep in the gar-

den.  We thank  Sharon , Ken, Jan, Shawn, Fred, Mary Beth 

and Jim for their efforts.   

 

Oh, those sneaky night campers: 

Vandalism was getting to be a problem and also our name and green 

grass led people to believe our historical Schmidt House and the Re-

search Library next door are public property, somewhat like a city park.   

That is not the case.  We have to pay money to have the property policed 

and cleaned up after some people use the gardens, porches and band-

stand as camp sites, bushes as restrooms and cooking on porches (see 

below) and party sites.   We installed a wrought iron fence on the J and 

5th Street sides similar to ones used in the Nineteenth Century, and a 

chain length fence along the alleyway to protect our property.   The house 

and barn are over 120 years old and we do not want more damage.    We 

do not wish to dip deeply into our investments and savings, because we 

survive on the interest without touching the principal.   We are accepting 

donations to help pay for the fence.   

Cooking on porches:  This is just a short commentary on one incident.  One 

of our members was driving by the Research Library and noticed two large 

pickups backed up against the ramp to the front door.   They had unloaded a 

large propane tank, a stove and various picnic items. The member stopped 

and told the one man who was on the porch that this was not public property 

and they needed to leave.  He was pleasant about it and started to load up.   

Our member also told him that the Schmidt House Museum next door was 

also off limits .   Our member drove around the block just to see if they left.  

The driver of the second pickup was standing on the porch of the Research 

Library pointing to the porch of the Museum.   The first guy was rapidly shak-

ing his head “no!”.  By the third loop around the block by the member, they 

had packed up all their gear and the pickups were gone.   It makes one won-

der if these two would set up an outdoor kitchen in front of any other private 

building in downtown Grants Pass.  Yes, people are funny.     
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As the sun sets in the West, we bid you a fond farewell.    

Another interesting event was the 

installation of an observation camera 

system.  Three of the cameras last-

ed about a week when they were 

literally ripped from their wiring and 

stolen .  When the theft was discov-

ered, the electricity was turned off so 

the next intruder would not grab the 

exposed wire and go up in smoke in 

the garden,.   The last recorded pho-

tos were of the thieves ripping the 

cameras from the bandstand and 

barn.   Nice photos but the police did 

not recognize the culprits and so our 

new cameras are now history.  We 

will put the new ones up higher and 

hope thieves will not climb the fence.   


